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Table S1

Published reports of humpback whales from the central Indian Ocean not included in this study.

Source

Location

Brown (1957)

Slijper et al. (1964)

Morzer Bruyns (1971)

Wray and Martin (1980)

Reeves et al. (1991)

Debelius (1999)

Anderson et al. (2012)

Sutaria (2018, 2019)

Central Indian Ocean
0-10°N, 70-80°E
0-10°N, 70-80°E
10°S-20°N, 70-90°E
West coast of India
West coast Sri Lanka

Mullaitivu, Sri Lanka

Trincomalee, Sri Lanka

SW of Maldives

Kanyakumari, Tamil Nadu, India

Fig. 4: five sightings of humpback whales from merchant ship observers
in the area immediately north of Maldives.

Fig. 15: one individual sighted September 1953.

Fig. 19: one calf, presumably with mother, January.

Chart 5: sightings in eight months of the year; text suggests animals seen

in northern winter migrate to and from the North Pacific.

Chart 15: presence of both northern and southern populations; chart and
text suggest migration to North Pacific via Indonesia.

Page 228: one humpback reported in 1846 whaling logbook, probably
from the northern winter.

‘Frequent sightings by fishermen’ in the 1950s and 1960s reported to
authors by G.H.P. DeBruin in 1985.

Photographs of humpback whales, labelled from Trincomalee, but
location and other details cannot now be confirmed (Helmut Debelius,
pers. comm. to RCA, email 11 Feb 2021).

One acoustic recording made during voyage of Odyssey from Seychelles
to Maldives in December 2002, but details subsequently lost.

Singing whales reported by fishermen (interview surveys).
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